KWAZULU-NATAL
CHRISTIAN COUNCIL
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE WORK OF
KWAZULU-NATAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL (KZNCC)

CHURCHES UNITED FOR A JUST &
PEACEFUL KWAZULU-NATAL

WHO WE ARE

The KZNCC is a provincial fellowship of Churches and Church-based organisations,
established in 1996 as part of the South African Council of Churches’ restructuring
based on the nine provinces created by the new constitution of South Africa. In
keeping with this new constitution, nine provincial councils of churches were
established after South Africa’s first democratic elections in 1994. The KZNCC
is one of these – an autonomous organization affiliated to the South African
Council of Churches (SACC). Its purpose is to help the Churches of KwaZuluNatal, Community Based Organisations, Non-government organisations and
Social Movements develop a united Christian response to the many challenges
of this province.

VISION

Faith communities united for a just and peaceful KwaZulu-Natal

MISSION

The KZNCC promotes fellowship and networking among its member Churches
and organisations in order to stimulate Local Ecumenical Action Networks (LEAN)
for justice, development and peace at a provincial level.

WE VALUE

WHERE WE WORK:

KZNCC has ecumenical structures to serve all areas of the province of KZN.
These are:
• Diakonia Council of Churches
(DCC), serving the eThekwini
and iLembe Districts
• KwaZulu Regional Christian
Council (KRCC), serving King
Cetshwayo, uMkhanyakude and
Zululand Districts
• Midlands Christian
Council (MCC), serving the
uMgungundlovu District

• Southern KwaZulu-Natal
Christian Council (SKZNCC),
serving the Harry Gwala and
Ugu Districts
• uThukela-Amajuba-Mzinyathi
Christian Council (TAMCC),
serving the uThukela, Amajuba
and uMzinyathi Districts

All these structures including Church Land Programme (CLP), Pietermaritzburg
Agency for Community Social Action (PACSA), Vuleka Trust and the Young Men’s
Christian Association (YMCA) are member organisations.

OUR KEY ROLE:

The priority role of KZNCC is that of servant leadership: facilitating ecumenical
relationships with church leaders, member churches and member organisations,
drawing on the strengths of each grouping and helping to respond to new
challenges as these emerge. KZNCC has particular responsibility for provincial
matters and has developed theological, advocacy, administration and
mobilisation expertise in this field so that it can provide an effective service to
ecumenical structures in all parts of the province. Particular attention is given
to helping the church in each region to identify and understand priority social
issues and respond effectively to these. This involves encouraging the sharing of
ecumenical resources so that the areas of greatest need can be served.

OUR FUNDING:

At present much of our funding still comes from overseas. However, this will
not continue for long. We need to build up our local funding from members,
corporates and government. In addition, we encourage our member Churches
and organisations to increase their contributions both in cash and kind. Securing
the sustainability of the KZNCC requires continued fund raising efforts, creativity
and partnerships.

OUR STRATEGY:

In order to carry out its key role of servant leadership, the KZNCC meets regularly
with its member Churches and organisations and consults them in the process of
planning our ecumenical work. We keep abreast of new trends in the Churches
and ecumenical movement generally, including those Churches that are
not at present part of our fellowship. Ongoing research in collaboration with
local tertiary institutions, the University of KwaZulu-Natal School of Theology
and Religion, and Theological seminaries help us to constantly refine our
strategies and align our work more closely to that of our member Churches and
organisations.

OUR WORK WITH SENIOR CHURCH LEADERS:

There is a well-developed tradition in KwaZulu-Natal of ecumenical organisations
working closely with senior Church leaders to strengthen the ecumenical
movement. The KZNCC is committed to providing opportunities for meeting
such leaders for prayer, spiritual and theological reflection and focussing on
priority social issues, to enable them to be a united group, active and visible,
pastoral and prophetic.

HOW WE MAKE DECISIONS:

Dr. Douglas Dziva
Chief Executive Officer

Bishop Nkosinathi Myaka
Chairperson of the Council
& Executive

OUR DECISION - MAKING STRUCTURES ARE:
KZNCC COUNCIL – made up of representatives of all our member Churches and
organisations. It meets at least once a year for the Annual General Meeting.
KZNCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – Members elected from the Council at the
AGM. It meets quarterly.
KWAZULU-NATAL CHURCH LEADERS’ GROUP (KZN-CLG) – The eminent leaders
in the province meet quarterly to discuss KZN challenges and seek appropriate
interventions.
SOME OF THE CHURCH LEADERS CURRENTLY PLAYING A PIVOTAL ROLE IN KZNCC
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BENEFITS OF KZNCC MEMBERSHIP:
MEMBERS OF THE KZNCC:
• Are enriched by becoming part of a wider ecumenical family with links
to the SACC, the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) and the World
Council of Churches (WCC);
• Are alerted to situations and developments that call for a Christian
response;
• Share information and action strategies with Churches and Christian
organisations from around the province;
• Learn how to strengthen the voice of the Church by inter-Church prophetic
and pastoral action collaboration;
• Have access to many ecumenical training and exposure opportunities;
• Benefit from various types of capacity building/training as requested by
member Churches and organisations.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBERSHIP
MEMBERS OF THE KZNCC:
• Attend and participate actively in meetings, training and community
transformation events;
• Communicate issues from their Church/organisation to the KZNCC and vice
versa;
• Encourage members of their Church/organisation to take part in the life and
work of the KZNCC;
• Encourage other Churches and Christian organisations to become members
of the KZNCC;
• Act as ambassadors for the KZNCC in their own circles of influence;
• Pay an annual membership fee and in other ways promote the financial
sustainability of the organisation.

OUR PROGRAMMES:

CHURCHES PROVINCIAL ADVOCACY PROGRAM
THIS IS A CROSSCUTTING INITIATIVE IN ALL KZNCC PROGRAMMES.
One of the most important roles of KZNCC is to help the Church engage with
public policy in the KZN province from a faith perspective. Since 2003 KZNCC
was involved in lobbying and advocacy (prophetic voice and pastoral action).
Through this, we have been able to create a platform for constructive and critical
engagement with KwaZulu-Natal’s provincial legislature and government,
local business and religious structures. The prophetic voice and the pastoral
care ensure that a Christian influence is brought to bear on the legislature,
religious bodies and local business so that social services and care are effectively
delivered, especially to the poor, marginalised and the weak.
EMPHASES:
• Engaging with provincial government on key aspects of policy, especially as
these affect the poor;
• Facilitating Church submissions to policy-makers so as to influence policy
formulation and implementation;
• Training and supporting member Churches and organisations in lobbying
and advocacy related to key aspects of delivery;
• Developing research capacity, and using research undertaken by others;
• Clearly articulating the KZNCC position in relation to the current problems.
• Engaging local business, government and the public at large regarding
Christian ethics, values and principles;
• Initiating and supporting community advocacy campaigns.

ECUMENICAL DEMOCRACY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
The KZNCC uses the Church’s unique structure and presence in all communities
to mobilise people and resources. The aim is to build strong ecumenical
involvement in issues of governance, democracy and human rights. The
programme works closely with tertiary institutions and seminaries on research,
facilitation and documentation.
EMPHASES:
• Focussing on the current dynamics of Church – State relations;
• Promoting effective Church participation in national, provincial and local
government elections;
• Mobilising Churches and Church organisations to demand and monitor the
delivery of basic services;
• Focussing on issues of good governance and effective leadership in Church,
government, business and other public offices.
• Promoting accountability, transparency and rule of law.

INDLEBE HEARINGS, HEALING OF MEMORIES AND
RECONCILIATION (HOMAR) PROGRAMME
The KZNCC leads and strengthens a network of organisations whose aim is to mobilise
affected communities in the province to address the problem of accumulated pain and
“multiple woundedness” resulting from many years of apartheid injustice, political
and xenophobic violence, violent protests, widespread criminal killings, the trauma
of HIV and AIDS and gender-based violence. Political and economic development
are hindered by this pain which paralyses many thousands of people in this province
who could make a significant contribution to their own lives and those of others.
EMPHASES:
• Building the capacity of participating partners to promote healing of
memories and reconciliation through various methods;
• Establishing networks and partnerships with other stakeholders working on
these issues;
• Conducting research on key issues around healing of memories and
reconciliation such as justice, peace and social harmony;
• Promoting mediation, conflict resolution and peace-building at individual/
personal level, family level and local communities.
Everyone has a story to tell and every story needs to be heard, acknowledged,
and respected. This is the first step to personal healing as well as healing of
interpersonal relationships. By exploring and acknowledging the emotional
wounds carried by nations, communities and individuals, the sessions enable
people from diverse backgrounds to seek personal harmony and wholeness when
they confront sources of alienation and conflict.

KWAZULU-NATAL CHURCHES’ AIDS NETWORK (KZNCAN) –
FOCUS PROGRAM
The KZNCAN FOCUS program is about the role and the responsibilities of the
Church in the HIV and Aids context. In 2004 KZNCC continued to mobilize and
encouraged Churches and Christian organisations to respond effectively to the
HIV and AIDS pandemic.
The purpose of the KZNCAN is to strengthen the capacity of local churches and
partner FBOs to train leaders in strategies to stop the spread of HIV and AIDS.
KZNCC mobilizes and strengthens local Churches and Church based organizations
that will further work through local community structures to provide or refer
persons for HIV testing, actively link People Living with HIV (PLHIV) to HIV care,
and support persons to initiate and adhere to HIV treatment and remain in care
centres.
EMPHASES OF THE KZNCAN PROGRAM ARE:
• Education and Information so as
to decrease stigma, discrimination
and gender-based violence towards
and among People Living With HIV
and AIDS (PLHIV).
• Mobilizing demand for HIV
services, especially among
populations not easily reached in
facility-based care models.
• Supporting PLHIV throughout
the continuum of care (testing,
active linkages to care, treatment
initiation, adherence on HIV
treatment and retention in care) to
ensure successful HIV treatment
(viral suppression).
• Developing a Theology of Care
Model within the context of the 95
95 95 strategy. The model outlines
the prophetic and pastoral roles of
the church in contributing towards,
reducing stigma, supporting
the establishment of adherence
clubs and support groups within
the church setup, facilitating the
establishment of local churches
as dispensing centres or pick up

points for ARVs, diabetic, TB and
other chronic medications so that
Churches are wellness Centres.
• Developing Bible study materials,
hymns and pastoral letters that
speaks to the prevalence of
diseases, control and management
for use in Churches;
• Promoting cooperation, resourcesharing and innovation among
Churches and ecumenical
structures working on HIV and
AIDS;
• Facilitating liaison between
Churches, NGOs and government
on HIV, Aids and other health
matters;
• Devising appropriate interventions
to support child-headed
households and undocumented
asylum seekers and refugees on
HIV and AIDS issues;
• Creating sustainable strategic
networks to collaborate on HIV &
AIDS campaigns.

MALE CAREGIVERS PROGRAMME
The Male Caregivers’ program commenced in 2006 with the research on
attitudes and behaviour of men in a context of the rapid spread of HIV and AIDS,
political violence, gender based violence and other problems around patriarchal
structures and systems. The research was followed by the recruitment of male
clergy committed to gender justice, peace building, conflict resolution and
reduction of the spread of HIV and AIDS and its impact.
Part of the work includes mainstreaming gender questions into the care-giving
activities, peace building and conflict resolution work, the quest for justice, the
reduction of the spread of HIV and AIDS, lobbying and advocacy campaigns and
the theological dialogues on problems around masculinity and patriarchy.
EMPHASES OF MALE CAREGIVERS’ PROGRAMME:
• Encouraging and training men to give practical care and psycho-social
support in the context of HIV, violence and the ongoing killings;
• Collaborating with other stake holders to influence positive transformation
around masculinities and ways to contribute to just and peaceful families
and communities;
• Lobbying government, Church, tertiary training institutions and local
business to engage men encouraging them to take care of their wellbeing,
their families and their communities;
• Supporting Men’s Forums to increase the impact of their efforts in reaching
out to other men;
• Developing theology and care Bible studies and pastoral letters for
distribution in Churches;
• Providing opportunities for Church leaders to discuss these issues.

SOFIA (SISTERS OF FAITH IN ACTION) PROGRAMME
The program mobilizes women from various faith communities and creates safe
spaces for them to deliberate on issues that affect women. The major issues are around
gender injustices, various forms of violence, femicide, environmental degradation
and the problems around degradation of the family and the moral fibre, as well as
issues around sexual reproductive health rights.
This program focuses on women and how they can support each other in addressing
issues that affect them, and also addresses men on the male care givers project and
how they can contribute positively to promote gender justice.
EMPHASES OF SOFIA (SISTERS OF FAITH IN ACTION):
• Mobilising women to dialogue, network and partner in seeking sustainable
solutions to identified problems;
• Analysing situations of different women in leadership and presenting the analysis
to inspire other women aspiring to be in leadership;
• Running workshops and theological reflections by women on gender justice
issues as presented in the sacred writings of various faith groups;
• Creating strategic networks and partnerships to support initiatives run by women;
• Strategic campaigns to influence policies on gender justice; target policy makers
within an African Traditional courts systems and local business to fully implement
current policies that promote gender justice;
• Creating safe spaces where women can dialogue, share experiences and learn
from each other;
• Rolling-out lobbying and advocacy activities to empower and support and
strengthen women in positions of power;
• Running capacity building workshops for women to strengthen their work.

KZN LAND ISSUES PROGRAMME
The KZNCC Assembly of 2009 mandated the organisation to play a more proactive
role in resolving land issues in the province. Baseline research in both white and
black farming communities revealed a willingness to meet and find solutions
together. The KZNCC assists the parties to find solutions through promoting
dialogue among the stakeholders. The starting point was an understanding that
conflicts about land will always be complex and may best be resolved with the
active and equal participation of those directly involved at local level including
Church leaders.
EMPHASES ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND LAND:
Promoting healing and reconciliation through processes like Healing of Memories,
Alternatives to Violence (AVP), Non-violent Communication and Managing Diversity;
• Facilitating constructive dialogue between farmers and farm dwellers/workers;
• Offering capacity-building training for partners and stakeholders in mediation,
conflict resolution, lobbying and advocacy skills;
• Hosting an annual provincial summit for stakeholders to share experiences,
seek common ground and explore opportunities for collaboration;
• Responding to human rights abuses which come to light with any group;
• Publicising inspiring success stories of land and transformation in South Africa;
• Wherever possible, working closely with other organisations involved in land
issues;
• Focussing on women on rural and farm land affected by land issues.
• Emphases on effective practical use of Church land:
• Supporting Church communities involved in organic commercial farming;
• Promoting job creation and poverty alleviation;
• Contributing to food security;
• Collaborating with government and business to support local Church farming
communities.

YOUTH & VULNERABLE CHILDREN PROGRAMME
• The Programe’s objective is promoting the wellbeing, resilience and dignity
of children who live in exceptionally difficult circumstances and are not
easily accessible because of their location, their work or their circumstances
throughout KwaZulu-Natal.
• The Programe mobilizes local churches, local ecumenical organizations, local
business and local families to practically contribute sustainable solutions to
the plight of children at risk, protect children and promote children’s rights.
• The Programe strengthens community based initiatives and social safety nets
at grassroots level, working with local churches and Local Ecumenical Action
Networks (LEANs);
• The Program runs workshops to develop skills of children, raise awareness and
educate communities so that there is an increased respect of children’s rights.
• The Program strengthens strategic networking and partnerships among
stakeholders in order to exchange and expand knowledge, skills and
experience. Lobbying and advocacy for children’s rights is a key aspect of this
program as we focus on policy formation, reformation or implementation
around children issues.
• The Program increases child participation where appropriate in all issues that
concern them;
• The Program supports local authorities to establish and manage shelters for
children living on the streets.
• The Program identifies children at risk, consults them and the surrounding
communities and stakeholders so as to seek sustainable solutions such as:
• Education support
• Protection and rights based approach
• Socialization and entertainment
• Participation in planned children’s activities

CHURCH LAND FARMING PROGRAMME
The objective of the farming programme is providing a vehicle for local
economic development, food production and job creation for poor people living
in the surrounds of targeted towns and productions nodes. Food security and
producing acceptable quality of nutritional food by Church Cooperatives.

KRCC WOMEN’S SEWING PROJECT

SURGE HIV/AIDS PROJECT TRAINING SESSION

SITE VISIT TO MATIWANE CRECHE PROJECT

KZN CHURCH AIDS NETWORK/ SURGE PROJECTTRAINING OF CHURCH LEADERS IN JOZINI

CEO FACILITATING DURING
THE KZNCC STRATEGIC
PLANNING MEETING

DEEPENING DEMOCRACY &
ELECTIONS LAUNCH EVENT

PROVINCIAL YOUTH STRUCTURE WORKSHOP ON MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES

FACILITATION OF REGIONAL ECUMENICAL DEVELOPMENT BY KZNCC

HIV & AIDS WORK ON CHANNELS OF HOPE
FOR VRYHEID CHURCHES

STRATEGIC REVIEW MEETING (FOR THE HIV/
AIDS PROJECT)

DIRECTIONS
TO KZNCC

50 Langalibalele Street, Pietermaritzburg 3201 • P.O Box 2035
Pietermaritzburg 3200
TEL: +27 (0) 33 345 4819 • WEBSITE: www.kzncc.org.za • EMAIL: info@
kzncc.org.za OR xolin@kzncc.org.za
SOCIAL MEDIA: @OfficialKZNCC L D E Q
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